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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


1969 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashton-in- Maker field 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  the  94th  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1969. 

As  in  previous  years  it  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with 
instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Introduction 

The  district  is  bounded  by  the  Urban  Districts  of  Abram,  Billinge, 
Golborne  and  Haydock  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Wigan  and  St. 
Helens. 

Geologically  the  area  is  of  coal  and  red  sandstone  and  is  approxim- 
ately 6,265  acres. 
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Social  Conditions 

The  population  at  the  1961  census  was  19,260  and  is  now  25,600 
(mid- 1969),  the  density  of  population  being  slightly  more  than  4 per 
acre.  Coal  mining  has  practically  ceased  but  some  light  industry  has 
moved  into  the  district.  Agriculture,  textile  weaving,  rayon  and  iron  and 
steel  manufacture  give  employment  to  many  of  the  population  but  there 
is  still  a need  for  additional  industry  to  be  introduced  into  the  area. 

The  rateable  value  of  property  in  the  Urban  District  is  ^680,764 
and  a penny  Rate  yields  ^2, 660. 

The  District  is  part  of  No.  8 Division  of  the  Lancashire  County 
Council  who  organise  Child  Welfare,  Ante-Natal  and  School  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 


No.  of  Sessions 1 

No.  of  Individual  Children  attended  and  born 

04 

in  1969 

1968 

1964-67 

373 

336 

250 

No.  of  attendances  at  ages  

0 

l - 

2 4 incl. 

5,133 

740 

189 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

No.  of  Sessions  35 

No.  of  Individual  Women  attending 154 

No.  of  Attendances 270 

Post-Natal  Clinics 

No  of  Individual  Women  attending 27 

No.  of  Attendances 27 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

The  Makerfield  Water  Board  supervise  the  distribution  of  water, 
obtained  from  boreholes  at  the  Board’s  Lightshaw  works,  together  with 
water  purchased  from  Liverpool  Corporation.  The  Board  reported  the 
taking  of  43  water  samples  in  the  district  and  found  them  all  to  be 
bacteriologically  satisfactory.  No  chemical  reports  have  been  received. 

The  number  of  houses  now  on  the  water-carriage  disposal  system  is 
8,752.  House  refuse  is  collected  in  approximately  9,727  bins  and  disposed 
of  by  Controlled  Tipping. 
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Vital  Statistics 

Estimated  mid-year  home  population  25,600 


Comparability  factors : Births  0-90 

Deaths  T25 

Live  Births  Male 

Legitimate  300 

Illegitimate  12 

Total 312 

Still  Births 

Legitimate  4 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Total 4 

Deaths — infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Legitimate  5 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Total 5 

Deaths  - infants  under  four  weeks  of  age 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Total 2 

Deaths— infants  under  one  week  of  age 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Total, 2 

Deaths — all  ages 146 

Death  rates  All  Ages  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Crude  rate  10'6 

Adjusted  rate  13-3 

Live  Birth  Rates  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Crude  rate  23  3 

Adjusted  rate  2T0 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births  15 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  births  Nil 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  — 17 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 10 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rates  per  1,000  live 

births  10 

Perinatal  mortality  rale  per  1,000  total  births  25 


Female 

247 

11 

285 


5 

Nil 

5 


5 

Nil 


4 

Nil 

4 


4 

Nil 

4 

126 
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Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhceal  Diseases 
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Infectious  Disease 


There  was  no  epidemic  disease  during  the  year. 


Cases  notified 


Scarlet  Fever  23 

Whooping  Cough  1 

Measles  63 

Tuberculosis — respiratory  ...  5 

Tuberculosis  other  3 

Infective  Jaundice  5 


Immunisations  and  Vaccinations 

Children  protected  against : — 
(Under  16  years  of  age) 


Primary 

Re-inf  or  cement 

Diphtheria 

326 

887 

Whooping  Cough 

279 

483 

Tetanus  

333 

884 

Poliomyelitis 

309 

752 

Measles 

245 

Nil 

Smallpox  

235 

34 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for  the  assistance  and  co-operation 
received  from  the  Officers  of  the  Council  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Burrows, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for  his  unfailing  support. 

I also  respectfully  wish  to  offer  to  Members  of  the  Council  my  ap- 
preciation for  the  courtesy  and  encouragement  given  to  me  at  all  times. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 
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J.  H.  McP.  Robertson, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

1969 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ashton-in- Maker field 
Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I submit  for  your  consideration  my  Annual  Report  dealing  with  the 
work  carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  1969. 

The  rapid  growth  of  the  district  was  not  maintained  due  to  the  delay 
in  the  development  of  the  sewage  works  and,  in  consequence,  there  was  a 
reduction  in  the  erection  of  new  dwellings  of  approximately  100.  The 
number  of  dwellings  erected  was  166  of  which  90  were  built  by  private 
development  and  76  by  the  local  authority.  It  was  expected  that  the  con- 
struction of  the  149  units  of  accommodation  at  the  Council’s  Low  Bank 
Road  estate  would  have  been  completed,  but  the  target  was  not  achieved. 

The  drain  cleansing  service  has  proved  to  be  the  means  of  removing 
nuisances  in  the  shortest  possible  time  and  many  owner-occupiers  have 
expressed  their  gratitude  for  the  services  rendered. 

There  was  a slight  reduction  in  the  number  of  applications  made  for 
standard  grants  and  landlords  have  again  failed  to  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  improve  their  properties.  On  the  25th  August,  1969,  the 
Housing  Act  1969  became  operative  and  changed  the  system  of  grants  to 
assist  the  improvement  or  conversion  of  dwellings.  The  increased  financial 
assistance  may  be  an  incentive  to  property  owners  to  provide  the  modern 
amenities  for  which  grants  are  paid. 
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Summary  of  Yisits  and  Inspections 

Total  Inspections  made  for  all  purposes  5,708 

No.  of  premises  visited 3,723 

Nuisances  discovered  1,613 

Nuisances  abated  1,557 

Visits  re  infectious  disease  33 

Re-visits  re  infectious  disease  19 

Visits  to  factories  198 

Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for  sale  353 

Visits  to  Food  Delivery  Vehicles  26 

Food  Factory 118 

Visits  to  dairies 20 

Visits  to  Shops  (Shops  and  Public  Health  Acts)  291 

Notices  served  ( Preliminary)  761 

Notices  served  (Statutory)  72 

Legal  Proceedings  1 

Court  Abatement  Orders  made  1 

Letters  sent  1,295 

Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with 

Defective  and  damp  walls  171 

roofs  183 

eaves-gutters  and  rain-water  pipes  165 

floors 29 

sinks  2 

wastepipes  3 

plastei  work  160 

windows  172 

doors  and  frames 45 

staircases  2 

chimneys  and  stacks  21 

ventilating  shafts 1 

paving  in  yards  and  passages  2 

Animals  and  poultry  improperly  kept  3 

Defective  w.c.  cisterns 21 

w.c.  basins  7 

w.c.  supply  pipes  39 

w.c.  structures  21 

Choked  or  defective  drains  and  drainage  systems  387 

Water  under  floors  8 

Accumulation  of  refuse,  etc 24 

Foul  Odours  16 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises 15 

Insufficient  water  supplies  13 

Insufficient  lighting  3 

Noise  Nuisances  22 

Clean  Air  Act  Infringements  17 

Abandoned  vehicles  10 

Miscellaneous  51 


Total 1.613 
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Housing  and  Slum  Clearance  Programme 


Forty-five  families  involving  101  persons  were  rehoused  by  the 
Council  from  houses  on  which  either  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  had 
been  made.  Fifty-one  houses  were  demolished  and  four  closed  and  23 
houses  were  represented  to  the  Council  as  being  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion and  incapable  of  being  repaired  at  reasonable  expense. 

The  detailed  inspection  of  41  houses  was  continued  with  a view  to 
including  them  in  a proposed  clearance  area,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Inspector  to  visit  the  site. 

Housing  Statistics 


1.  Number  of  dwellings  erected  during  the  year  : — 

Houses  Bungalows  Flats 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  44  32  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities Nil  Nil  Nil 


(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  85  5 Nil 

2.  Number  of  Council-owned  dwellings  at  end  of  the  year  1,924 

3.  Inspections  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

Houses 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  formally 

or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 
Health  or  Housing  Acts).  Includes  Slum  Clearance 
Survey  under  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  Circular  2/60  452 


(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal  made  for 


the  purpose  905 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  (a)  above  found  to  be 
not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  181 


(2)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  existing  at  end  of 

year  which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit 
and  in  respect  of  which  — 

fa)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  been 


made.  (At  any  time) 60 

(b)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have  not 

yet  been  made 236 


4.  Houses  demolished : — 


In  Clearance  Areas 


Houses  Displaced  during  year 
Demolished  Persons  Families 


(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation...  Nil  Nil  Nil 


(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 
arrangement,  etc 


(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Sec. 
43  (2),  Housing  Act,  1957  


Not  in  Clearance  Areas 


Houses  Displaced  during  year 
Demolished  Persons  Families 


(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal  pro- 
cedure under  Section  17  (l)  Housing 

Act,  1957  51  95  41 


(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses  certi- 
fied unfit  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  


(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 

local  Acts  — 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  unfitness 

Orders  — 

(8)  Other  reasons  development,  etc 11 


5.  Unfit  Houses  Closed: — 


Displaced  during  year 
Number  Persons  Families 


(1) 

Under  Sections  16  (4),  17  (1)  and 
35  (1),  Housing  Act,  1957  

4 

6 

4 

(2) 

Under  Sections  17  (3),  and  26,  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957 

— 

— 

— 

(3) 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under  Sec- 
tion 18,  Housing  Act,  1957 

12 
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Unfit  Houses  made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which 


Remedied  : — 

( 1 ) After  informal  action  by  local  authority 


tty 

Owner 

46 


Defects  were 


By  Local 
Authority 

Nil 


(2)  After  formal  notice  under  (a)  Public 
Health  Acts  (b)  Sections  9 and  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957  14  Nil 

(3)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act,  1957  Nil  Nil 

7.  Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

Position  at  end  of  year  : — 

(1)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

Number  of  separate 
Number  dwellings  contained 
of  Houses  in  column  (1) 

(a)  Under  Section  48  — — 

(b)  Under  Section  17  (2) — — 

(c)  Under  Section  46  — — 

(2)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Sections  34  or  53 — — 


8.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement : — 

Number  of  houses 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Ord- 
ers, purchased  during  the  year  — 

9.  Housing  Act  1949  and  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act  1958 — 
Improvement  grants,  etc. 

Action  during  year: — 

Private  bodies  Local 

or  individuals  Authority 

(a)  Submitted  by  private  individuals  to 

local  authority — — 

(b)  Approved  by  local  authority — — 

(c)  Submitted  by  local  authority  to  Min- 
istry   — — 

(d)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry  — — 

(e)  Work  completed — — 

(f ) Additional  separate  dwellings  includ- 
ed in  (e)  above  — — 

(g)  Any  other  action  under  the  Acts:  Nil 
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10.  Housing  Acts,  1969 — Standard  Grants: — 

No.  of  dwellings  or  other 
buildings  affected 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  local  auth- 
ority for  improvement  to  full  standard  69 

(b)  Applications  approved  by  local  auth- 
ority for  improvement  to  reduced 

standard  Nil 

(c)  Total  applications  approved  by  local 
authority  for  improvements  to  : 

(i)  full  standard  70 

(ii)  reduced  standard  Nil 

(d)  Work  completed 84 

The  total  number  of  dwellings  improved  since  1959  is  551. 

The  amenities  provided  were  : — 

Fixed  baths 80 

Showers  1 

Wash  Hand  basins 78 

Hot  Water  supply  81 

Water  Closets  within  dwellings  82 

Food  Stores 66 

Sinks  1 

Rent  Act,  1987 

There  were  no  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  or  any 
undertakings  to  carry  out  repairs  during  the  year. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  and  Food  Premises 

All  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  and  sold  for  humun  con- 
sumption were  kept  under  constant  supervision  throughout  the  year  and 
517  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

The  inspections  of  food  delivery  and  hawkers’  vehicles  were  carried 
out  regularly  as  required  by  The  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and 
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Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966,  and  in  some  instances  warning 
letters  were  forwarded  to  the  owners  concerned  when  it  was  found  that 
the  required  hygiene  standards  were  not  being  maintained. 

Although  the  proposed  market  toilet  facilities  were  not  provided 
during  the  year  this  work  was  well  in  hand  and  completion  is  expected 
early  in  1970. 

The  throughput  of  meat  and  allied  products  such  as  sausages,  cooked 
hams  and  tongues  and  canned  foods  increases  year  by  year  at  the  Park 
Food  Factory.  Containerised  freshly  killed  meat  originating  from  the 
Republic  of  Ireland  requires  inspection  at  the  time  of  delivery  at  the 
Factory  and  notification  of  such  consignments  aie  received  from  the 
Public  Health  Departments  of  the  Port  concerned. 


Type  of  Business  No. 

General  Grocers  and  provision  dealers  96 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet  fish, 

game,  etc.)  14 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry,  game,  etc  ) 7 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and  preserved 

meats,  tripe,  etc.)  17 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners 9 

Fried  Fish  shops  15 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice 

cream,  etc 30 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restaurants,  cafes,  snack 

bars  and  similar  catering  establishments  77 

Others 6 


The  following  table  gives  the  type  and  number  of  premises  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board 


and  General  Powers)  Acts,  1938  and  1968. 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream  62 

Manufacturers  of  Cooked  Meat  and  Sausages  15 

Storage  of  Meat  sold  from  vehicles  4 

Storage  of  Fish  sold  from  vehicles 5 

Storage  of  Fruit  and  vegetables  sold  fiom  vehicles 11 
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Food  Condemned 


2  tins  Crab 

5 tins  Carrots 

1 tin  Milk  Pudding 

2 tins  Milk  Top 
16  tins  Pears 

12  tins  Grapefruit  Segments 
9 tins  Peaches 

14  tins  Rice  Pudding 
67  tins  Peas 

39  tins  Pineapples 
1 tin  Ox  Tongue 

6 tins  Lunch  Tongue 

1 tin  Luncheon  Meat 

15  tins  Stewed  Steak 
150  packets  Cereal 

5 packets  Cream  Crackers 

3 packets  Butter  Puffs 

7 packets  Oats 

2 packets  Cake  Mix 
7 packets  Biscuits 

24  packets  Tea 
2 x 4£-oz.  jars  Salad  Cream 
$ gallon  Salad  Cream 
i x 7£  oz.  jar  Mustard 
I gallon  Mustard 
12  ozs.  Sugar 
1 bottle  Brown  Sauce 
£ gallon  Brown  Sauce 
f bottle  Lucozade 
1 tin  Orange  J nice 
1 tin  Tomato  Juice 
1 bottle  Orange 

4 gallon  Tomato  Sauce 
IB  tins  Beans 

4 tins  Tomato  Soup 

1 tin  Beef  Stew 

2 tins  Spain 
$ tin  Salt 

18  tins  Evaporated  Milk 
1 tin  Blackcurrant  Filling 
1 tin  Apple  Filling 
1 tin  Breakfast  Grill 

4 tins  Apricots 

5 tins  Fruit  Cocktail 
23  tins  Tomatoes 

3 tins  Cream 
1 tin  Plums 

1 tin  Pork  and  Ham 


2 boxes  Tea  Bags 
24  Bread  Rolls 

2 bottles  Cochineal 
7 lbs.  Flour 

3 packets  Custard  Powder 

1 lb.  Bean  Sprouts 
7 pints  Milk 

6  packets  Prawns 
13  packets  Rissoti  with  Liver 

2 lbs.  Strawberries 
1 pint  Dairy  Cream 
6 tins  Dairy  Cream 

5 packets  Cheese  Slices 

6 ozs.  Brown  Sugar 
1 Loaf 

1 bottle  Garlic  Powder 
£ bottle  Cocktail  Cherries 
1 jar  Garden  Mint 
1 tin  Chicken  Breast 
1 tin  Ham  Slices 

4 tins  Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 

5 tins  Salmon 

1 tin  Scotch  Broth 
10  tins  Blackcurrants 
4 tins  Creamed  Rice 

1 tin  Beef  Soup 

2 tins  Oranges 
1 tin  Potatoes 

1 tin  Mushrooms 

2 tins  Pudding 
1 tin  Pork 

1 tin  Steak  and  Kidney 
19  packets  Scampi 

7 packets  Smoked  Salmon 

1 packet  Corn  on  the  Cob 
8H  lbs.  Shoulder  Steak 

19  lbs.  Pork  Shoulder 
38£  lbs.  Cooked  Ham 
15  lbs.  Rainbow  Trout 
36  lbs.  Chicken  Leg 

2 lbs.  14  ozs.  Cheese 

6 lbs.  Ground  Pepper 
30  lbs.  Onions 

126  lbs.  Turkey 
2i  lbs  Sprouts 
6 lbs.  12  ozs.  Corned  Beef 
100  lbs.  Beef  Sausage 
56  lbs.  Ham 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

There  are  three  dairy  farms  producing  milk  within  the  district 
in  addition  to  five  registered  dairies. 

Visits  have  been  paid  to  all  these  premises  in  addition  to  shops  from 
which  milk  is  sold.  The  results  of  milk  samples  taken  are  as  follows  : — 


Biological  Test  (Tuberculosis)  ...  20 

Negative  20 

Positive  Nil 

Void Nil 

Phosphatase  Test 37 

Satisfactory 36 

Unsatisfactory  1 

Methylene  Blue  Test  37 

Satisfactory 36 

Unsatisfactory  1 

Turbidity  Test  16 

Satisfactory 16 

Unsatisfactory  Nil 

Brucellosis 

Ring  Test 

Negative  32 

Positive  9 

Culture  Test 

Negative  5 

Positive  4 

Biological  Test 

Negative  Nil 

Positive  Nil 


It  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  a reduction  in  dairy  farms 
and  dairies  throughout  the  district.  In  consequence  the  number  of  raw 
milk  samples  submitted  for  the  Brucellosis  Tests  was  considerably  lower 
than  for  the  previous  year.  Some  dairy  farmers  expressed  the  opinion 
that  the  incidence  of  Brucellosis-affected  cows  had  a bearing  on  their 
decision  to  discontinue  milk  production. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  No.  3 Order  is 
operative  in  the  Urban  District  and  only  designated  milk  may  be  sold  in 
sealed  bottles  or  containers. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  62  premises  registered  under  Sections  115  and  116  of  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  (Rivers  Board  and  General  Powers)  Act 
1938  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 
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There  is  one  manufacturer  of  heat-treated  ice  cream  in  the  district 
and  his  premises  are  inspected  regularly.  These  premises  are  modern  and 
a high  standard  of  cleanliness  is  maintained  both  in  the  buildings  and 
with  the  fleet  of  vehicles  which  operates  over  a large  area  in  Lancashire. 
Eighty-six  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  the  results  being  as 
follows : — 

Produced  Produced 

outside  district  within  district 


Provisional  Grade  I 31  18 

Provisional  Grade  II 13  10 

Provisional  Grade  III  6 Nil 

Provisional  Grade  IV  7 1 


Ice  Lollies 

Fifty-seven  lolly  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  test,  the 
results  being  as  follows  : 

56  samples  Satisfactory 

1 sample Unsatisfactory 

Licensed  Premises 

Within  the  area  there  are  29  public  houses,  seven  out-door  licences 
and  18  clubs.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory  and 
during  the  year  several  premises  have  been  modernised,  providing  im- 
proved facilities  for  both  customer  and  management. 

All  these  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  any  infringe- 
ments of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the  Offices,  Shops  and 
Railway  Premises  Act  were  dealt  with  as  required. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  is  only  one  shop  licensed  for  the  keeping  and  sale  of  pets. 
The  occupier  is  fully  aware  of  the  requirements  of  the  Act;  his  premises 
are  well  maintained  and  there  have  been  no  contraventions. 

Petroleum  (Regulations)  Acts 

There  are  41  licensed  petroleum  storage  premises  within  the  district 
for  which  fees  amounting  to  ^146  Os.  Od.  have  been  paid.  The  law  relat- 
ing to  the  storage  and  sale  of  petroleum  spirit  becomes  more  stringent 
each  year  in  an  effort  to  provide  maximum  safety.  Visits  have  been  paid 
to  all  registered  premises  and  new  installations  were  tested  and  inspected 
in  the  approved  manner. 

With  the  advent  of  self-service  retail  filling  stations,  new  codes  of 
practice  were  required  having  regard  to  surrounding  risks  and  the  general 
layout  of  installations.  Special  regard  is  paid  to  the  electrical  circuits  to 
ensure  that  they  comply  with  the  standards  issued  by  the  Institution  of 
Electrical  Engineers. 
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Public  Cleansing 


A weekly  refuse  collection  service  has  been  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  the  high  standard  of  collection  and  disposal  has  been  maintained. 
In  an  effort  to  overcome  the  problems  associated  with  the  changing 
character  of  domestic  refuse  which  is  of  a bulkier  nature  than  a few  years 
ago,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  introduction  of  the  use  of  plastic  dustbins. 
These  are  of  a capacity  of  cubic  feet,  the  weight  being  considerably 
less  than  a galvanised  iron  dustbin  of  similar  size.  The  only  disadvantage 
is  that  hot  ashes  cannot  be  accommodated,  but  they  are  perfectly  suitable 
for  houses  provided  with  central  heating. 

There  are  27  employees  engaged  in  all  aspects  of  refuse  collection, 
disposal  and  salvage  of  waste  paper  and  cardboard. 

The  number  and  type  of  vehicles  in  use  by  the  department  was  un- 
changed since  the  last  year  and  are  as  follows  : — 

Two  18  cubic  yard  capacity,  dual  tip  rear  loading  Karriers. 

One  18/24  cubic  yard  capacity  Karrier  compression  loader. 

One  18/24  cubic  yard  capacity  Harrison  Gibson  compression 
loader  (second-hand). 

One  25  cubic  yard  capacity  Karrier  compression  loader. 

One  Box  Type  Salvage  Van. 

One  Box  Type  Tipping  Van  for  the  collection  of  bulky  refuse. 

One  Bray  530  Mechanical  Shovel. 

The  collection  of  bulky  refuse  such  as  furniture  and  other  household 
goods  was  continued  and  the  calls  for  this  service  increased  by  70%,  the 
number  of  premises  cleared  being  596.  The  response  of  the  public  has 
been  most  pleasing  and  has  led  to  less  offensive  rubbish  being  deposited 
on  waste  land  throughout  the  district.  I hope  that  this  service  will  be 
made  full  use  of  in  future  years. 

Dustbin  Provision  Scheme 

The  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme  is  operated  under  the  provisions  of 
Section  75/3  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  166  bins  were  delivered  to 

new  dwellings,  whilst  494  were  issued  to  replace  defective  bins  at  other 
premises. 

Salvage  of  Waste  Paper 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  and  disposed  of  was  445  tons 
19  cwts.  0 qrs.  The  income  from  the  sale  amounted  to  £4,567  18s.  3d. 
As  can  be  seen  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  amount  of  salvage 
collected  and  sold. 
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Trade  Refuse 

A charge  of  6d.  per  bin  per  week  is  made  for  the  collection  of  refuse 
from  trade  premises.  The  sum  of  if 206  18s.  Od.  was  received  for  this 


service. 

Statistics 

Number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1968  (approximately)  61 

Less  number  converted  Nil 

Less  number  demolished 18  18 


Total  number  of  pail  closets  at  end  of  1969  43 

Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1968  (approximately)  

including  troughs  and  waste- water 9,783 

Number  of  conversions Nil 

Number  of  fresh-water  closets  at  new  dwellings  ...  211 

Number  of  extra  water  closets  erected  68 


10,062 

Number  of  water  closets  demolished  48 


Number  of  water  closets  at  end  of  1969  10,014 

Number  of  waste- water  closets  included  above  10 


Number  of  movable  dustbins  at  end  of  1968  (approx.)  9,507 

Number  of  new  dwellings  166 

Bins  provided  at  other  premises 1 20 


9,793 

Number  of  bins  at  properties  demolished  and  closed  ...  66 


Number  of  movable  ashbins  at  31st  December,  1969...  9,727 


CiYio  Amenities  Act  1967 


In  addition  to  the  obligation  placed  on  the  Council  by  the  provisions 
of  part  3 of  the  above  Act  to  remove  unwanted  articles  of  a bulky  nature 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  previously  in  the  report,  Sections  20 
to  22  deal  with  the  removal  and  disposal  of  abandoned  vehicles. 

The  operation  of  this  part  of  the  Act  is  most  complicated  and  it  is 
necessary,  to  avoid  legal  complications,  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  procedure 
laid  down  by  this  legislation. 

A record  of  all  abandoned  vehicles,  removed  and  disposed  of  is  kept  as 
required  by  the  Act  and  the  Road  Traffic  Regulation  Act,  1967.  11  vehicles 
were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  Council 
have  not  been  involved  in  any  financial  loss  in  the  removal  of  these 
vehicles  as  satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made  with  scrap  metal 
merchants  who  have  so  far  been  able  to  meet  the  cost  of  collection  by  the 
sale  of  material  recovered. 
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Factories  Acts  1937  and  1961 


Number  of  factories  on  register:  138 

Written 

Inspections 

Notices 

With  mechanical  power  112 

142 

— 

Without  mechanical  power 19 

25 

— 

Other  premises  (not  outworkers)...  7 

31 

— 

138 

198 

— 

Defects  Found  

Found 

Remedied 

Insufficient  and  unsuitable  closet 

accommodation  

4 

4 

Want  of  cleanliness  

11 

11 

Inadequate  ventilation  

2 

2 

Unreasonable  temperature  

2 

2 

Totals 

19 

19 

Registered  Premises 

— 

— 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

4 

Bakers  and  confectioners  ... 

10 

Plumbers 

13 

Builders 

15 

Motor  and  cycle  repairers  ... 

22 

Smiths 

1 

Painters 

10 

Clothing  manufacturers 

2 

Corrugated  Board  Containers 

1 

Wholesale  Warehouses 

1 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers 

2 

Laundries  ... 

3 

Printers 

1 

Dental  mechanics  ... 

1 

Cabinet  makers  and  Upholsterers... 

2 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers 

2 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  ... 

1 

Sausage  makers 

8 

Scrap  metal  dealers 

3 

Cattle  Food  Preparation  ... 

1 

Demolition  contractors 

1 

Cotton  weavers 

1 

Boot,  shoe  repairers 

3 

Gasholders... 

1 

Electricians... 

10 

Agricultural  machinery  repairers  ... 

2 

Saw  mills 

6 

Food  Factory 

1 

General  Engineering 

... 

10 

138 
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Section  110 

There  were  only  two  outworkers  resident  in  the  district  employed 
by  a firm  carrying  on  business  ouiside  this  area. 


Other  Matters 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  1 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  Nil 


Clean  Air  Acts  1956/1968  - Atmospheric  Pollution 

Even  though  the  Council  agreed  to  implement  a smoke  control  area 
in  the  South  Ward  of  the  district  the  matter  was  postponed  due  to  the 
envisaged  shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuel,  but  it  was  agreed  that  immedi- 
ately the  situation  improved  work  would  continue  without  delay.  This 
delay  is  to  be  regretted,  as  changes  occur  within  a very  short  time  in  the 
types  of  heating  appliances  in  use  in  the  various  dwellings  under  review, 
and  when  the  opportunity  arises  to  proceed,  a further  complete  survey 
will  be  required. 

Although  minor  infringements  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  have  occurred  at 
factories,  the  management  concerned  have  been  willing  to  co-operate  to 
prevent  atmospheric  pollution  both  by  smoke  and  grit.  Trouble  was  ex- 
perienced at  a factory  operating  Cupolas  due  to  the  use  , of  uncleaned 
scrap  metals  which  was  solved  after  research  and  investigations. 

Three  Colliery  spoilhanks  continued  to  give  cause  for  concern  due  to 
outbreaks  of  spontaneous  combustion,  and  numerous  visits  were  made  and 
consultations  with  the  owners  were  held  to  alleviate  the  nuisances. 

Two  notices  were  received  in  respect  of  installations  of  furnaces 
having  a heating  capacity  of  more  than  55,000  British  Thermal  Units 
per  hour  as  required  by  Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 
Movable  Dwellings 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  District  but  vacant 
plots  of  land  were  occupied  for  very  limited  periods  by  occupiers  of  mov- 
able dwellings.  In  all  cases  it  was  necessary  for  the  vacated  sites  to  be 
cleared  of  discarded  materials. 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection 

Visits  were  made  to  all  notified  cases  of  specified  infectious  diseases 
and  disinfections  were  carried  out  as  necessary.  Thirty-three  houses  were 
disinfected  during  the  year. 
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Disinfestation 


The  number  and  type  of  infestation  dealt  with  was  as  follows: — 
Council  houses  71  Other  houses  151 


The  houses  were  treated  for  the 


Golden  Spider  1 

Cockroaches 34 

Bugs  3 

Flies  7 

Earwigs 4 

Wood  Lice  1 

SUverfish  5 

Fleas  1 

Woodworm  1 


All  houses  are  inspected  prior 
Council  dwellings  and  disinfestation 


following  infestations : — 


Snails 1 

Ants  108 

Spiders  6 

Wasps  3 

Crickets  1 

Plaster  Beetle 8 

Clover  Mite  2 

Harvest  Flies  2 


to  the  occupants  being  rehoused  in 
is  carried  out  as  necessary. 


Rodent  Control 

This  vital  work  was  continued  during  the  year  and  although  there 
was  a slight  reduction  in  relation  to  previous  years  in  the  number  of 
infestations  by  rats  there  was  a greater  number  of  mouse  infestations 
dealt  with. 


Domestic  premises  receive  a free  disinfestation  service  but  charges 
are  made  for  treatments  carried  out  at  business  premises. 

The  sewers,  sewage  works,  refuse  disposal  site  and  other  local 
authority  properties  were  systematically  treated  during  the  year  and  no 
major  infestations  were  found. 


The  annual  report  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  is  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Property 
Non-Agricultural  Agricultural 


1.  Number  of  properties  in  district 


9,757  54 


2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 


notification  446  26 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (t)  Rats  237  7 

(ii)  Mice  209  19 
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Type  of  Property 
Noil-Agricultural  Agricultural 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 


than  notification  146  21 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  15  4 

(ii)  Mice  43  8 


Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

Fifty-four  visits  were  made  to  the  agricultural  units  throughout  the 
district  to  ensure  that  suitable  and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences 
together  with  an  adequate  water  supply  were  provided. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

A steady  rate  of  inspections  of  premises  registered  under  this  Act  was 
maintained  and  there  was  little  cause  for  complaint.  Employers  are  be- 
coming more  aware  of  their  obligations  under  the  Act  and  the  majority 
have  endeavoured  to  comply  with  its  requirements. 

Notification  was  received  of  one  accident  as  required  by  Section  11 
of  the  Act,  but  I am  of  the  opinion  that  some  accidents  may  not  have 
been  reported. 

The  following  information  is  taken  from  the  Annual  Report  made  to 
the  Minister  of  Labour  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  60  of 
the  Act. 

No.  of  Registered  No.  of 
Premises  at  end  persons  in 


Class  of  Work  Place  of  year  such  premises 

Offices  17  67 

Retail  shops 76  258 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 1 9 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public, 

canteens  18  65 

Fuel  storage  depots  Nil  Nil 


Total  112 


Males:  145  Females:  254 

Number  of  general  inspections  carried  out  94 

Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  made  126 

Number  of  letters  sent  re  contraventions  13 

Number  of  exemptions  granted Nil 

Number  of  prosecutions Nil 

Number  of  accidents  reported  1 
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Public  Conveniences 


The  public  conveniences  are  well  maintained  by  the  two  attendants, 
but  as  in  previous  years,  malicious  damage  to  fixtures  and  fittings  was  still 
evident. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

During  the  year  22  complaints  of  alleged  noise  nuisances  were 
received  and  investigated.  The  majority  were  of  a domestic  nature,  but 
two  related  to  noise  emanating  from  two  factories  in  the  town  centre. 

It  was  found  that  the  sound  level  meter  purchased  in  the  previous 
year  was  indispensable  in  determining  the  level  of  noise  over  the  various 
band  frequencies.  It  was  found  necessary  to  take  numerous  readings  over 
a wide  area  before  the  source  of  the  trouble  was  determined.  Modifications 
to  plant  and  re-siting  of  equipment  proved  effective  and  I am  pleased  to 
state  that  no  reports  have  since  been  received  of  excessive  noise  from 
these  factories. 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

Hygiene  in  hairdressing  establishments  is  controlled  by  Bye-laws 
made  in  December,  1962.  There  are  23  such  premises  within  the  district 
and  49  visits  and  inspections  were  made.  The  general  standard  of  this 
type  of  business  was  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964  Section  6 

Dealers  in  scrap  metal  and  marine  store  dealers  are  required  to 
register  with  the  local  authority  in  whose  district  their  premises  are 
situated.  Trading  records  and  invoices  relating  to  purchases  and  sales  of 
scrap  metal  are  examined  periodically  and  close  contact  is  made  with  the 
local  Police  Force. 

There  is  one  dealer  and  two  itinerant  collectors  registered  with  the 
Council. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  supplied  the  following 
details  of  samples  taken  by  County  Sampling  Officers.  The  County 
Council  is  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  sampling  of  food  and  drugs 
within  the  district. 

A total  of  102  samples  was  obtained  comprising  60  milks  (8  of  which 
were  Channel  Islands  milk)  and  42  others  as  follows:  — 


25 


1 Chicken  Cream  Soup,  canned 
1 Tomato  „ ,,  „ 

1 Cheese  Spread 
1 Cheese  Spread  with  Ham 

1 Sauce 

2 Jam 

2 Malt  Milk  and  Cocoa  Beverage 
1 Piccalilli  Sauce 
1 Bitter  Lemon  Drink 
1 Tonic  Water 
1 Salad  Cream 

1 Tuna  Fish,  canned 

2 Sterilised  Cream 

1 Apple  Drink,  canned 
1 Pickles 

1 Real  Dairy  Cream 
1 Yoghourt 
1 Cress 
1 Ice  Lollies 
1 Ice  Cream 


1 Choc  Ice 

1 Meat  Pie 

] Part  of  a Sweet 

2 Baby  Food 
1 Sweets 

1 Fresh  Cream  Dessert 
1 Dates 

1 Butazolidin  Tablets 
1 Tuinal  Pul  verts 
1 Pure  Wheat  Embryo 
1 Lemon  Cold  and  Nasal  Congestion 
Tablets 
1 Margarine 
1 Malted  Milk 
1 Table  Jelly 

I Minced  Beef  with  Gravy  and  Onion, 
canned 

1 Glace  Cherries 

1 Cream  of  Vegetable  Soup,  canned 
1 Marmalade 


I give  below  details  of  those  samples  on  which  the  County  Analyst 
gave  adverse  reports:  — 


Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  taken 

Informal 

Milk 

Contained  insoluble  deposit  and  suspended 
matter  consisting  mainly  of  small  frag- 
ments of  grassy  leaf  and  numerous  minute 
portions  of  insects,  weighing  when  dried,  six 
milligrams,  and  probably  derived  from  a 
deposit  of  similar  dirt  which  adhered  to 
approximately  one-fith  of  the  inside  surface 
of  the  bottle. 

Prosecution  — • 
Fined  £'2,b 
Costs  ^ 10/7/0 

Ice  Lollies 

Ingredients  not  listed  in  descending  order 
of  amounts  used.  The  analysis  indicates  the 
presence  of  more  Buttermilk  and  fat  than 
Glucose  Syrup  Solids,  less  G MS  than  Citric 
Acid  and  more  Cocoa  than  Saccharine. 

Manufacturer 

communicated 

with. 

Meat  Pie 

Contained  a well-worn  small  stone  of  the 
nature  of  flint  approximately  1 centimetre 
in  diameter  and  ^-centimetre  thick  and 
weighing  1.21  grammes. 

Complainant 

informed. 
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Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

Action  taken 

Baby  Food 

Contained  part  of  a bean  beetle  3 milli- 
metres long  and  weighing  2 milligrams. 

Manufacturer 
cautioned  and 
complainant 
informed. 

Baby  Food 

Contained  a crushed  and  dismembered  pea 
beetle  5 millimetres  long  and  weighing  4 
milligrams. 

Manufacturer 
cautioned  and 
complainant 
informed. 

Part  of  a 
Sweet 

Consisted  of  a white  plastic  button  17.2 
mm.  diameter. 

Manufacturer 

notified. 

Dates 

Contained  6 live  larvae  of  warehouse  moth 
(Ephestia  elutella)  of  sizes  varying  from  6 
to  9 mm.  in  length  and  total  weight  0.055 
gramme.  There  were  also  numerous  mites 
present. 

Vendor 
cautioned — 
remainder  of 
stock 

withdrawn. 

In  conclusion  I must  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  co-operation  during 
the  year,  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  for  ready  assistance  given  at  all  times,  and  to  all 
other  colleagues  in  the  Council’s  service  for  help  and  friendly  co-operation. 


Yours  faithfully, 


F.  Burrows, 

C hief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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